
What are degrees of comparison?
- Positive: names a quality (e.g., tall, beautiful, quickly). 
- Comparative: compares two persons or things (e.g., taller, more beautiful, more quickly). Usually uses "than". 
- Superlative: shows the highest degree among three or more (e.g., tallest, most beautiful, most quickly). Often uses "the" and phrases like "in" / "of".

Rules for forming comparatives and superlatives

1. One‑syllable adjectives/adverbs (most add -er / -est)
- Positive: tall → Comparative: taller → Superlative: tallest 
Example: She is tall. → She is taller than him. → She is the tallest in the class.

2. One‑syllable adjectives ending in consonant‑vowel‑consonant (double final consonant)
- big → bigger → biggest 
Rule: double the last consonant before adding -er/-est.

3. Adjectives ending in -e
- large → larger → largest 
Just add -r / -st.

4. Two‑syllable adjectives ending in -y (change y → i)
- happy → happier → happiest 
Pretty → prettier → prettiest

5. Most two‑syllable adjectives and all longer adjectives use "more" / "most"
- careful → more careful → most careful 
- beautiful → more beautiful → most beautiful

6. Adverbs
- Adverbs ending in -ly use more / most:
- quickly → more quickly → most quickly
- Short adverbs (e.g., fast) behave like adjectives:
- fast → faster → fastest

7. Irregular comparatives and superlatives (must memorise)
- good → better → best 
- bad → worse → worst 
- far → farther/further → farthest/furthest 
- little → less → least 
- many/much → more → most

8. Using comparative/superlative in sentences
- Comparative: subject + be/verb + comparative + than + object
- Example: My bag is heavier than yours.
- Superlative: subject + be + the + superlative + (in/of) + group
- Example: Mira is the kindest of the three friends. / This is the largest city in the country.

Worked transformations (positive → comparative → superlative)

1) Positive: She is tall. 
- Comparative: She is taller than her sister. 
- Superlative: She is the tallest girl in the class.

2) Positive: This box is heavy. 
- Comparative: This box is heavier than that one. 
- Superlative: This is the heaviest box of all.

3) Positive: He is a good singer. 
- Comparative: He is a better singer than his brother. 
- Superlative: He is the best singer in the school.

4) Positive: My bike is fast. 
- Comparative: My bike is faster than hers. 
- Superlative: My bike is the fastest among our bikes.

5) Positive: The book is interesting. (2 syllables → use more/most) 
- Comparative: The book is more interesting than the magazine. 
- Superlative: It is the most interesting book I have read.

6) Positive: She works hard. (adverb) 
- Comparative: She works harder than her colleague. 
- Superlative: She works the hardest in the team.

7) Positive: He answered quickly. (adverb ending -ly) 
- Comparative: He answered more quickly than the others. 
- Superlative: He answered most quickly of all. (or most quickly in the test)

8) Positive: The test was difficult. (two syllable → more/most) 
- Comparative: The test was more difficult than I expected. 
- Superlative: It was the most difficult test this term.

9) Irregular: Positive: Her performance was bad. 
- Comparative: Her performance was worse than last time. 
- Superlative: It was the worst performance of the season.

10) Positive: Many students came. 
- Comparative: More students came this time. 
- Superlative: Most students came to the meeting.

Common mistakes and tips
- Don’t combine -er with "more" (wrong: more happier). Use either: happier OR more happy (but prefer happier).
- Use “than” with comparatives: taller than, more interesting than.
- Use “the” with superlatives: the tallest, the most important.
- Collective/group reference: superlative usually followed by in/of + group: the tallest in the class / the largest of the islands.

Practice (try to transform; answers below)
A. The soup is hot. 
B. This problem is easy. 
C. He is a wise man. 
D. She sings beautifully. 
E. This mountain is high.

Answers
A. hot → hotter → the hottest: The soup is hotter than that one. / This is the hottest soup I’ve ever had. 
B. easy → easier → the easiest: This problem is easier than the last one. / That was the easiest question in the test. 
C. wise (one or two syllables; use more/most or wiser/wisest — both common) → wiser → the wisest: He is wiser than his friends. / He is the wisest person I know. 
D. beautifully (adverb -ly) → more beautifully → most beautifully: She sings more beautifully than her sister. / She sings the most beautifully in the choir. 
E. high → higher → the highest: This mountain is higher than the other. / This is the highest mountain in the range.
Practice worksheet — Degrees of Comparison (Positive / Comparative / Superlative)

Instructions for students:
- For Parts A and D, write the comparative and superlative forms and one example sentence for each form where asked.
- For Part B, choose the correct form from the two options.
- For Part C, correct the mistake(s) in each sentence and rewrite it correctly.

Part A — Transform (write Comparative and Superlative; use each in a sentence)
1. tall 
2. happy 
3. beautiful 
4. interesting 
5. good 
6. quickly (adverb) 
7. large 
8. hot 
9. thin 
10. many

Part B — Choose the correct form (circle or write the correct word)
1. This box is (heavier / more heavy) than that one. 
2. He is (more clever / cleverer) than his brother. 
3. This is the (most comfortable / comfortablest) chair in the room. 
4. She speaks (more slowly / slowlier) than him. 
5. This is the (farthest / most far) island I have visited. 
6. My phone is (newer / more new) than yours. 
7. This problem is (easier / more easy) than the last one. 
8. He is the (best / better) player on the team. 
9. That was the (worst / more bad) day of my life. 
10. This road is (narrower / more narrow) than the highway.

Part C — Correct the sentences
1. She is more taller than her sister. 
2. This is the most easiest exercise in the book. 
3. He runs more faster than me. 
4. She is the most smartest student in class. 
5. I have more friends than him.

Part D — Make sentences (use the word given; write one comparative or superlative sentence)
1. old (use comparative) 
2. friendly (use superlative) 
3. far (use comparative) 
4. comfortable (use superlative) 
5. well (adverb — use comparative)

Answer key (check your answers)

Part A — Forms and example sentences
1. tall → comparative: taller; superlative: tallest 
  - Comparative: My brother is taller than me. 
  - Superlative: He is the tallest student in our class.

2. happy → comparative: happier; superlative: happiest 
  - Comparative: She is happier today than yesterday. 
  - Superlative: That was the happiest day of my life.

3. beautiful → comparative: more beautiful; superlative: most beautiful 
  - Comparative: This painting is more beautiful than that one. 
  - Superlative: She wore the most beautiful dress at the party.

4. interesting → comparative: more interesting; superlative: most interesting 
  - Comparative: The book is more interesting than the movie. 
  - Superlative: That was the most interesting lecture this term.

5. good → comparative: better; superlative: best 
  - Comparative: He sings better than his friend. 
  - Superlative: She is the best singer in the choir.

6. quickly → comparative: more quickly; superlative: most quickly 
  - Comparative: He finished the test more quickly than I did. 
  - Superlative: Of all the students, she answered most quickly.

7. large → comparative: larger; superlative: largest 
  - Comparative: This house is larger than ours. 
  - Superlative: That is the largest building in the city.

8. hot → comparative: hotter; superlative: hottest 
  - Comparative: Today is hotter than yesterday. 
  - Superlative: July is the hottest month in this region.

9. thin → comparative: thinner; superlative: thinnest 
  - Comparative: My new book is thinner than the old one. 
  - Superlative: This is the thinnest laptop available.

10. many → comparative: more; superlative: most 
  - Comparative: More students attended this year than last year. 
  - Superlative: Most people liked the show.

Part B — Correct choices
1. heavier 
2. cleverer (or "more clever" is acceptable, but "cleverer" is usual) 
3. most comfortable 
4. more slowly 
5. farthest (or "further" in some contexts; "farthest" for physical distance) 
6. newer 
7. easier 
8. best 
9. worst 
10. narrower

Part C — Corrected sentences
1. She is taller than her sister. 
2. This is the easiest exercise in the book. 
3. He runs faster than me. 
4. She is the smartest student in class. 
5. I have more friends than he does. (or: I have more friends than him — conversational)

Part D — Example sentences
1. old (comparative):


